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neW tItle  Specifically 
designed to offer insight into the people 
and culture of the Middle East, the 
Biographical Encyclopedia of the Modern 

Middle East & North Africa explores the 
lives of the most influential figures in the 
region who came to prominence during 
the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. 
Offering signed biographies on more 
than 300 notable individuals from the 
region — from Mauritania in the west 
to Afghanistan in the east and with an 
emphasis on contemporary figures — the 
encyclopedia reveals the true human 
vibrancy of one of the oldest, most 
fascinating, yet least understood regions of 
the world.

FOcuses On a brOad range OF 
cOntemPOrarY FIgures

Covering the influential as well as the 
controversial figures from the region, the 
Biographical Encyclopedia of the Modern 

Middle East & North Africa includes 
individuals from a range of fields — those 
in business, law, science, social science, 
sports, the arts and many other areas of 
endeavor. Researchers will find entries 
on hip-hop singers, Olympic athletes, 
writers and fashion designers as well as 
politicians, militants and clerics. Also, 
special attention is paid to the inclusion of 
women, commonly underrepresented in 
biographical works on the Middle East.

Profiles in the Biographical Encyclopedia 

of the Modern Middle East & North Africa 

include:

■  Tahar Ben Jelloun (Moroccan writer)
■  Ehud Olmert (Israeli prime minister)
■  Moussa Ould Ebnou (Mauritanian writer)
■  Anwar Gargash (United Arab Emirates 

businessman)
■  Ibrahim Humeidi (Syrian journalist)
■  Abdullah II bin Hussein (Jordanian king)
■  Kamala Ishaaq (Sudanese artist)
■  Hamid Karzai (Afghan politician)
■  Ibrahim al-Kawni (Libyan writer)
■  Usama bin Ladan (Saudi militant)
■  Mahmoud Messadi (Tunisian writer)
■  Husni Mubarak (Egyptian politician)
■  Mawza bint Nasir al-Misnad (Qatari 

activist)
■  Farhad Nasher (Afghan singer)
■  Orphan Pamuk (Turkish writer)
■  Shahrnush Parsipur (Iranian writer)
■  Ilan Ramon (Israeli astronaut)
■  Hasan Nasrallah (Lebanese politician/

cleric)
■  Cheikha Rimitti (Algerian singer)
■  Sabah al-Ahmad al-Jabir al-Sabah 

(Kuwaiti politician)
■  Güler Sabanci (Turkish businesswoman)
■  Khadija al-Salami (Yemeni filmmaker)
■  Ali Salman (Bahraini politician/religious 

figure)
■  Shirin Ebadi (Iranian activist)
■  Ovadia Yosef (Israeli religious leader)
■  Omar bin Abd al-Munim Zawawi (Omani 

businessman)
■  Abd al-Majid al-Zindani (Yemeni religious 

figure)
■  And many others
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Includes illuminating sidebars

Each biographical profile includes a 
bibliography of further reading sources 
for additional information, including 
relevant Web sites. Many entries also 
contain a “Contemporaries” section 
highlighting individuals that were 
contemporaries of the main subject, as 
well as sections containing quotations and 
other primary source excerpts. Various 
“Exploring” sections throughout the 
encyclopedia invite readers to think and 
study further about issues and topics 
relating to the entries. In addition, helpful 
tools such as a chronology of events in 
the Middle East during modern times, a 
pronunciation guide, portraits and subject 
and nationality/ethnicity indexes are part 
of the set.

This invaluable resource was compiled 
by an international group of leading 
experts and academics from around the 
globe. Contributors come from a range 
of backgrounds and countries, including 
North America, Europe, Turkey, Iran, Israel 
and other Arab countries. The resulting 
entries reflect the unique expertise of 
the contributors, all the while retaining 
an objective, non-polemical and non-
partisan approach to often controversial 
and emotionally charged topics. This 
scholarly approach enables researchers 
to explore the range of issues related to 
the lives of those profiled and supports a 
multidisciplinary, dispassionate portrait of 
the region through the lives of its most 
notable people. 

The Biographical Encyclopedia of the 

Modern Middle East & North Africa 

broadens Gale’s collection of encyclopedias 
on the Middle East, making it an excellent 
companion to Macmillan’s Encyclopedia of 

the Modern Middle East & North Africa, 

Dictionary of the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict 

and the Encyclopedia of Islam and the 

Muslim World.
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