
Detailed attention to  
The World’s Governments

Governments of the World: A 
Global Guide to Citizen’s Rights and 
Responsibilities provides a comprehensive 
overview of a topic that is central to high 
school and college curricula around the 
world. In addition, Governments of the 
World meets state curriculum standards 
for civic coursework. With authoritative 
and up-to-date information on nearly 
200 countries’ institutions and forms of 
government, this new title describes and 
analyzes how citizens exercise their rights 
and responsibilities in each of the countries 
covered. 

Arranged alphabetically and richly 
illustrated, Governments of the World 
features biographies and historical  
surveys on different types of political 
systems – such as constitutional monarchies, 
presidential systems, democracies and 
dictatorships – as well as entries on the 
governments of particular countries and 
on supra-national entities, including the 
European Union.

Authoritative information 
that grounds current 
headlines

U.S. elections, the introduction of 
democracy to Afghanistan, international 
refugee aid efforts – these headline 
topics have also become essential issues 
of classroom debate. Designed to meet 
a growing need for information on 
how different government types work, 
Governments of the World provides 
data and analysis on the institutions of 
nearly 200 countries, while addressing 
issues of enduring international concern. 
When delving into this solid, four-volume 
resource, researchers will appreciate:

■	 Global perspective on governments 
on six continents, as provided by more 
than 200 expert contributors from 
around the world

■	 Extensive cross-references and 
bibliographies, as well as a cumulative 
index in each volume, all of which 
allow for easy country comparisons and 
a greater understanding of the content 
as a whole

■	 Primary source documents and a 
filmography – tools that open up a 
world of continued learning

■	 Nearly 400 illustrations that clarify  
and enliven key elements discussed in 
the text
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Cross-disciplinary studies

Governments of the World, from  
Macmillan Reference USA™, part of Gale, 

Cengage Learning,is a wide-ranging, mul-
tidisciplinary encyclopedia presenting 
biographical, geographical, historical, and 
political content that also includes cultural  
and religious information. This rich  
four-volume set encompasses more than 
300 alphabetically arranged articles.  
In addition to essays on approximately 200 
countries ranging from Afghanistan to 
Zimbabwe, topics include:

■	 Bicameral Parliamentary Systems

■	 Civil Liberties in Emergencies

■	 Colonies and colonialism

■	 Constitutional Monarchy

■	 Dalai Lama

■	 Dictatorship

■	 Due Process of Law

■	 Equal Protection of the Law

■	 Ethnic Cleansing

■	 European Court of Justice

■	 European Union

■	 Freedom of Information

■	 Freedom of Religion

■	 Freedom of the Press

■	 Gandhi, Mahatma

■	 Gender Discrimination

■	 Genocide

■	 Gorbachev, Mikhail

■	 Hitler, Adolf

■	 Immigration and Immigrants

■	 Indigenous Peoples’ Rights

■	 Inter-American Commission and Court of 
Human Rights

■	 International Criminal Court

■	 International Humanitarian Law

■	 Judicial Selection

■	 Juries

■	 Mandela, Nelson

■	 Peacekeeping Forces

■	 Political Corruption

■	 Political Party Systems

■	 Political Protests 

■	 Presidential Systems

■	 Reproductive Rights

■	 Rights of Students

■	 Roosevelt, Eleanor

■	 Stateless People

■	 Transitional Political Systems

■	  United Nations

■	 Universal Criminal Jurisdiction

■	 War Crimes

■	 Women’s Rights
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