WHY ARE PRIMARY SOURCES IMPORTANT?
“primary source, adj. a first-hand, direct source of information or research, such as the words of a person who is the subject, official government records, or the memoirs of others; document examined that had not been amended by a third party…”

There is no better way to study the past than through consultation of original, primary source documents produced within the time period in question. Scholars, Librarians, and Historians alike all agree that the study of primary sources lie at the core of any serious historical research. 

Primary Source Media’s Commitment to You

The above definition of a “primary source” outlines the type of material which Primary Source Media is committed to making available for study to libraries, universities, and governments. Libraries and archives worldwide house a large array of historical documents which are captured in many of Primary Source Media’s collections. These document types include:


Letters


Literary manuscripts

Newspapers


Books and monographs


Personal and official correspondence


Minutes of meetings


Political and governmental records


Personal memoirs

Under normal circumstances, it may not be possible for individuals to have access to much of this material housed at different libraries across the world, due to travel, time and financial considerations. By filming and capturing these “primary sources” in focused research collections, Primary Source Media has ensured that these valuable documents are now accessible to all for research and study. In addition, many Primary Source Media collections have been sourced from private archives often closed to the public.

Complete Trust in Our Capabilities

As a world leader in micropublishing, Primary Source Media’s experience in filming rare printed and archival materials has resulted in close working relationships with respected libraries across North America, including The Harvard University Libraries; the Huntington Library, San Marino, California, The Yale University Libraries; and the Library of Congress. In addition, Primary Source Media has worked with a large number of major libraries and archives abroad, such as The British Library; the Bodleian Library, Oxford; the Gottingen Library, the Vatican Library; the Vatican Library; the Koninklijke Bibliotheck; and the Central State Archive of the Higher Organs of Power and Government of Ukraine (TsDAVO), Kiev, Ukraine. 

Working With Scholars and Historians

To ensure that our publications meet current research and reference requirements in a variety of academic fields and disciplines, outside editors—many of which are experts in their field or pre-eminent scholars and historians—are appointed to oversee collection development. These academic editors guide our in-house editorial team in the selection and collation of relevant source material, guaranteeing that all information is presented in a logical order and is truly representative of the subject and research need. The also offer guidance on the production of supporting indexes and bibliographic tools to facilitate access and encourage widespread use of these core research materials.
